HOUGH the increased yield of crops is usually accepted as a measure of the effects of applications of lime and fertilizers to soils, there is evidence that the yield alone does not fully evaluate the effects of such treatments. Numerous investigators (5)~ have shown that the composition of plants varies with the composition of the soil on which they grow and that infertile soils produce crops low in mineral and protein content. Others (9) have shown that applications of fertilizers to poor soils usually result in an increased content in the plant of the elements supplied by the fertilizers. Such creases in the mineral content of feed and forage crops represent increased feeding value not measured by the yield.
